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Welcome to ERWC. Unlike most other English courses you have taken, this course focuses on exploring complex, current issues found primarily in non-fiction texts, the kind of texts you will encounter in college, the workplace, and your broader adult life.  Our emphasis will be on developing critical thinking and formal writing, two skills that are inseparable. The answer to questions are less relevant here than the way in which you can compose possible lines of argumentation, gather up relevant points and research, and push assumptions into deeper modes of thinking. 
Course Goals (NUSD)
The goal is to prepare college-bound seniors for the literacy demands of higher education.  Through a sequence of rigorous instructional modules, students in this rhetoric-based course develop advanced proficiencies in expository, analytical, and argumentative reading and writing.  
Course Objectives (NUSD)  
Students will be expected to increase their awareness of the rhetorical strategies employed by authors, and to apply those strategies in their own writing.  They will read closely to examine the relationship between an author's argument or theme and his or her audience and purpose, to analyze the impact of structural and rhetorical strategies, and to examine the social, political, and philosophical assumptions that underlie the text.  By the end of the course students will be expected to use this process independently when reading unfamiliar texts and writing in response to them.

Texts 
Course texts include contemporary essays, newspaper and magazine articles, editorials, reports, biographies, memos, assorted public document, and other non-fiction texts.  The course also includes at least two full-length works, 1984 and Into the Wild. 
In addition to texts we all read together, students will do Independent Reading, choosing a book for themselves or as part of a group (Literature Circles). 
We will also watch selected videos relevant to the given readings.  We may also critique selected films that relate to the issues we are reading about, e.g. Super Size Me (fast food).
Progress Reporting 
Grades will be reported at the end of each progress reporting period for all students. Whenever a student falls below a C- after the second Progress Report for either semester, the teacher will arrange a conference with the student’s parent/guardian and/or send a written report.  (Board Policy 5121)
Grading 

Given the nature of the course, grades will be based primarily on final writing products, i.e. essays.  Prewriting assignments, in-class work, and other homework will be graded in addition to quizzes/tests and miscellaneous projects.  Because class discussion is vital to developing the critical thinking skills necessary to understand the complex issues we will encounter, it counts for a major part of your grade.  Note that Participation is based not only on your effort, but the quality of your ideas.
· Essay: 25%
· Homework: 25%
· Quizzes: 15%
· Participation: 15%
· Final: 20%
Behavior/Rules 

All rules are based on the principle of mutual respect, between student and teacher as well as among students.  In addition to following all school-wide rules, students will:

1. Have all materials out on your desk in the first minute as per the poster on the board, “Entry Action”
2. Respect others.  Put-downs, bullying, and other forms of disrespect will not be tolerated.  All opinions will be respected:  “I do not agree with what you have to say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it” – Voltaire. 

3. Cell phones and iPods will be confiscated unless I have given instructions to use them for educational purposes.  There will be no warnings.  Do not argue about picking it up before the end of the teacher work day (6th period) as per school rules.  You’re seniors; don’t whine.
Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a serious offence and includes (but is not limited to):

· Copying homework from other students.

· Cut and pasting from the Internet – even for homework assignments.
· Paraphrasing or summarizing research information or other texts without citing the source.
Late Homework/Make-ups  
· Late homework is accepted and a highly reduced grade.
· Work due to absences can be made up at full credit within a reasonable period of time.

· Check in with me in advance if you are going to miss class or work. We can usually work something out. 
Tardies 

Excessive tardies will result in a loss of Participation Points.
Help

I am always available for extra help outside of regular class time.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions if you are confused, need help, or just want to talk more about something.
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